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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SP 

SUBJECT: LEGALIZATION OF TRADE UNIONS: IMPLEMENTING LEGISLATION 
APPROVED 

REF: MADRID 2837 

1 . THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING OF APRIL 22 APPROVED 

THE REGULATORY LEGISLATION NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT THE RECENTLY 

PASSED LEGALIZATION OF TRADE UNIONS BILL (REFTEL). THE UNIONS 

WILL BE ABLE TO INITIATE REGISTRATION PROCEDURES COMMENCING APRIL 28, 

THE DATE ON WHICH THE DECREE WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OFFICIAL 
BULLETIN. 
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2. THE TIMING WAS MOST APPROPRIATE, COMING AS IT DID ON THE HEELS 
OF THE DEPOSIT BY SYNDICAL RELATIONS MINISTER DE LA MATA IN 
GENEVA ON APRIL 20 OF THE SPANISH RATIFICATION INSTRUMENTS OF ILO 
CONVENTIONS 87 AND 98 (MADRID 2943). IN A SENSE, DE LA MATA HAS 
NOW LIVED UP TO HIS EARLIER PLEDGE THAT THE TRADE UNIONS WOULD BE 
LEGALIZED "BEFORE MAY 1 LABOR DAY '.STABLER 
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